REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

July 11, 2017
7:00 P.M.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on July 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Voice News, a newspaper published and of general circulation in the Village and had been posted at three conspicuous places throughout the Village limits.  The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Tony Schuler presided and Village Clerk/Treasurer, Janine Schmidt, recorded the proceedings. Chairman Schuler directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted in the back of the room on the west wall for the public’s review.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The following Board Members were present: Tony Schuler, Josh Hopkins, Paul Adams, Kim Brost, and Bill Schmidt.   Adam Hoesing, Village Attorney was also present.
Moved by Board Member Hopkins, seconded by Board Member Brost to approve the following minutes:  
1. June 6, 2017 Regular Meeting.

2. June 13, 2017 Special Meeting.


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.
Moved by Board Member Hopkins, seconded by Board Member Adams to approve the Treasurer’s Report.

YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:  None.   ABSENT: None.
Chairman Schuler did add an emergency item to the agenda.  The Village was notified today by Region 22 that we are included in a monthly tornado siren testing which is scheduled to happen tomorrow, July 12, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.  Chairman Schuler and Fire Chief Tod Austin feel it is not necessary to test the sirens monthly with the other communities as the Village of Morrill tests daily with the noon whistle.  Clerk Schmidt will contact Tim Newman with Region 22 and request to be removed from the monthly testing.
There was no one from the school in attendance to give an update and monthly communication for Morrill Public Schools. 

There was no one present from the Leadership group to give an update.

Junior Gomez who resides as 317 W Charles Street in Morrill presented pictures and estimates of repair to the Village Board of Trustees for sewer water that backed up into his utility room in his finished basement.  The incident happened after the Village Sewer Department sewer jetted a clog in the Village sewer line on June 19, 2017.  Mr. Gomez and his wife, along with a couple of his neighbors spoke of the incident and the condition of the Gomez home.  The Gomez family felt the Village is liable for all the damages because they have a newer home with newer pipes and have never had a sewer backup before.  They tried to turn the claim into their insurance but because the Village initiated the cleaning with Fisher Restoration they were told their insurance would not cover the claim.  

Moved by Board Chairman Schuler, seconded by Board Member Hopkins to go into Executive Session to discuss the sewer claim and possible settlement of the claim.


 YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.
The Board went into Executive Session at 7:44 p.m.  

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Schmidt to come out of Executive Session.


 YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

The Board exited Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. 
Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Hopkins to approve payment to Fischer Restoration in the amount of $1,764.09 for the initial clean up pending the execution of a settlement agreement.

YEAS: Hopkins, Brost, and Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:  Adams.  ABSENT:  None.

Fire Chief Tod Austin discussed with the Board the old rescue unit that is a 50/50 venture with the Rural Board.  They no longer need the unit and are interested in selling the unit and putting the money into the Sheep Creek joint account.  

Moved by Board Member Schmidt, seconded by Board Member Hopkins to authorize the sale of the rescue unit contingent on the Rural Board approving the sale.


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

Joe Sherwood was not in attendance so the KENO Funds or Donation to Early Childhood Playground Equipment was tabled.

Clerk Schmidt tabled the Utility Billing, Collections and Delinquency, Termination & Reconnection Policy until August as the Board was going to be discussing some items pertinent to the Policy at the Special Meeting scheduled for July 25, 2017.

Bill Schmidt asked that the handicap signs and post on the corner of Center Avenue and Hwy 26 by C&R Motors be removed and the signs be hung on the flagpole.  Clerk Schmidt will put in a work order to the Street & Alley crew.

Chairman Schuler discussed proposed changes to Ordinance 151.06.  The current ordinance states that each trailer park must have a park area.  Currently only one trailer park in town has a park/playground area and that owner would like to take part of the area and put in camper pads and also an underground tornado shelter.  

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Schmidt to suspend three readings and approve Ordinance D-323.

ORDINANCE NO. D-323

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA (“THE VILLAGE”) AMENDING THE MORRILL ZONING ORDINANCE, IN PARTICULAR AMENDING SECTION 5 ENTITLED DISTRICT REGULATIONS BY REVISING SECTION 5.301 PERMITTED USES; AMENDING SECTION 151.06 OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF ORDINANCES TRAILER CAMP LOCATION; TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT MOBILE HOME COURTS DESIGNATE AN AREA FOR USE AS A PLAYGROUND AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSE; REPEALING PRIOR SECTIONS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA:

1.
Section 5.301 of the Morrill Zoning Ordinances is now amended to read as follows:

“Section 5.301 PERMITTED USES:

That in such district there shall be permitted any use that is permitted in a residential district and in addition thereto, the parking of mobile homes, travel trailers, and motor homes subject to the following restrictions:

I  -  Mobile Home Courts

1. A mobile home court shall have an area not less than 4 acres. No mobile home shall be located within 25’ of the principle street on which the court has frontage.

2. The entire court area shall be kept free of weeds and trash.

3. Each lot provided for occupancy of a single mobile home shall have an area adequate to provide a front yard of 15’, a side yard of 10’ and a rear yard of 25’.

4. Each lot shall have access to a sidewalk and to a graveled or hard surfaced roadway of not less than 24 feet in width and shall have hard surfaced off street parking for one car; side yards may be used for such parking.

5. Community sewage disposal facilities shall be provided with connections to each lot. The water supply shall be sufficient for domestic use and for fire protection.

6. Areas shall be provided for off street parking of boats, campers, trailers and trucks.

7. Mobile home courts located outside of the Village limits shall have water and sewer facilities meeting the requirements of the Scotts Bluff County Health Department.

8. All carports, cabanas, skirting and additions shall be of the same material as the exterior of the mobile home.

9. All mobile homes shall be completely skirted with permanent skirting.

10. As to each proposed trailer court, a complete plan shall be submitted to the Village Board showing the size and location, of all streets, parking facilities, lots and parks and the specifications and location of all water and sewage facilities.

11. All mobile homes, travel trailers, motor homes situated or parked in a mobile home park shall be connected to sewer and water facilities.

II  -  Single Mobile Home Dwelling

A single mobile home dwelling, not located in an approved mobile home court, may be placed on a lot in an area zoned as Mobile Home District subject to the following restrictions:

1. Minimum lot area and front, side and rear yard areas shall be the same as for a family dwelling in the residential area if within Village limits or same as in rural area, if outside Village limits.

2. Mobile homes placed outside the Village limits shall be connected to sewer and water facilities approved by the Scotts Bluff County Health Department.

3. The use of said lot shall in all other respects comply with requirements of the Village Residential District.

2.
Section 151.06 of the Village Code of Ordinances is now amended to read as follows:

“Section 151.06 Location.

No trailer camp shall be located on a residential lot as described in the Zoning Code. Every trailer camp shall provide a lot area of at least 1,400 square feet for each trailer house, shall provide permanent electrical light, sewage, and water connections for each trailer house, shall provide a garbage incinerator for every five trailer houses, and adequate firefighting facilities.”

3.
All other Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are repealed as of the effective date of this Ordinance.

4.
This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, approval, and publication according to law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 11th day of July, 2017.







________________________________________







John T. Schuler, Chairperson

ATTEST:

______________________________________

Village Clerk

YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

Attorney Hoesing presented a Development Agreement and Specifications for the Dollar General.  He stated he received a call from the Dollar General people today who wanted to make some modifications.  Attorney Hoesing asked the board to please review the agreement and let him know of any changes and this will be presented at the July 25, 2017 meeting.

Clerk Schmidt presented a resolution setting the mowing rates when the Village is called to mow a property for someone who is not keeping their property kept up or we have to spray for weeds.  The new resolution sets the rates and the terms of payment.  

Moved by Board Member Hopkins, seconded by Board Chairman Schuler to approve Resolution setting mowing rates.


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

Public comment was then received from the public attending the meeting. Pete Cawiezel reported that the HCR Days is this Saturday, July 15th and that things are falling into place.   Pete also reported that the Library is going to do some landscaping and also will be moving the book drop box.  Bob Betancur spoke regarding how he respects Clerk Schmidt and her integrity and that he feels that when she says something he can take her word as golden.  Tod Austin said that the issue with the sewer backup that the Village is a business and needs to be ran as a business.  Tod also stated that Attorney Hoesing was hired to a job for the Village and he is doing his job.  Guillermo Nevarez, 610 Purviance Road spoke about his property that is in the Village limits.  He said the property that is south of his house, and property that is east of his house is not in Village limits and they are allowed to have farm animals and he wants to be able to put animals on his property.  He and Attorney Hoesing will discuss this outside of the meeting and Clerk Schmidt will put him on the August agenda.  
The Village Board of Trustees received written reports from all Village Departments. 

The Village Board of Trustees then considered bills for approval of payment for the Village. 
Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost, to approve the following bills as presented:
Action Communications, Inc.
18.84; Action Communications, Inc. 135.00; Ava Wilson 100.00; Bluff's Sanitary Supply, Inc.
224.50; Colonial Life
360.50; Contractors Materials, Inc. 24.00; Culligan Water Conditioning
79.50; DL Foods 107.40; Horse Creek Tire
956.09; Ideal Linen Supply
196.46; John Deere Credit 24.80; Kriz Davis Company 20,602.26; Morrill Hardware 445.11; Morrill Supply 368.20; Nebraska Municipal Power Pool 596.46; Off Broadway Business Products 220.07; Torrington Disposal Service 9,620.50; Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct 200.00; WESTCO 187.85; Western Nebraska Joint Water Board 6,697.00; A1A Sandblasting 13,690.00; Accelerated Receivables 148.60; Centurylink Communications Inc 50.91; Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. 99.98; Charter Communications - Police
79.98; Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. 268.00; Culligan Water Conditioning 12.00; Ideal Linen Supply
35.44; Joseph Marty Scott 250.00; Kyle Black 75.00; M.C. Schaff & Associates, Inc. 5,040.00; M.E.A.N. 46,959.00; Morrill Rotary Club 170.10; Panhandle Clerk's Association
40.00; SafetyLine Consultants, Inc 191.73; Scottsbluff Body & Paint, Inc. 1,739.20; Scotts Bluff County Public Works Dept. 116.00; Scottsbluff Winnelson Co 407.96; Simmons Olsen Law Firm, P.C. 1,635.00; Torrington Sod Farms 34.52; United Industries, Inc. 1,317.86; Verizon Networkfleet, Inc. 37.90; Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct 400.00; Visa 1,151.29; Black Hills Energy 65.20; Black Hills Energy
 619.75; Enviro Service, Inc.
148.00; L L Johnson Distributing Co. 351.52; Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct 200.00; Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct 200.00; Clifton J Muller
39.91; MidAmerica Books 298.43; Wal-Mart 273.07; A&A Porta Potties 270.00; Accelerated Receivables 148.58; Action Communications, Inc. 18.84; Altec Industries, Inc. 744.61; Ava Wilson 100.00; BARCO Municipal Products Inc. 444.38; Black Hills Energy 434.13; Blue Cross/ Blue Shield 20,180.78; Bluff's Sanitary Supply, Inc. 286.38; Charter Communications - Library Acct 79.98; Charter Communications - Village Office 179.96; Charter Communications - Golf Course 110.84; Charter Communications - Pool Account
49.99; Colonial Life
540.75; Culligan Water Conditioning
146.00; DEMCO 163.09; Dearborn National Insurance Company 79.12; Diamond Vogel Paint Center 801.64; Docu Shred 90.00; Enviro Service, Inc. 20.00; Great Gardens 402.78; HD Supply Waterworks, LTD
609.31; Horse Creek Tire 1,185.96; Ideal Linen Supply 100.96; L L Johnson Distributing Co. 144.19; League of Nebraska - Utilities Section 1,770.00; Masid Chevrolet Co.
83.60; MoneyWi$e Office Supply 102.00; Morrill American Legion 100.00; Morrill Hardware 691.08; Municipal Supply, Inc. of Nebraska 11,235.75; OTC Brands, Inc 142.54; Off Broadway Business Products 61.12; Peaceful Prairie Nursery, Inc. 559.71; Print Works 143.00; RCI 75.00; Spic & Span Cleaners 301.75; Torrington Disposal Service 50.00; Verizon Wireless 143.32; Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct 200.00; Vision Care Direct 202.74; Voice News 457.39; Payroll 21,705.06; 25,297.33; 26,557.49; 941 Taxes 6,988.59; 8,034.97; 8,452.40.


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

Moved by Chairman Schuler, seconded by Board Member Hopkins to go into Executive Session to discuss possible sale of Village property north of the water tower with Kim Lessert.  


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

The Board went into Executive Session at 8:48 p.m.

Moved by Board Member Schmidt, seconded by Board Member Brost to come out of Executive Session.  


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

.The Board exited Executive Session at 9:02 p.m.

Moved by Board Member Brost, seconded by Board Member Hopkins to enter into a Purchasing Contract with Kim Lessert on property N of the water tower.  The purchasing contract will be added to the July 25, 2017 special meeting agenda for consideration.

YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.

Moved by Board Member Schmidt, seconded by Board Member Adams to go into Executive Session to discuss possible sale of Village property north and east of the water tower with Heather Brown.


YEAS: Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAIN:  Hopkins.

The Board went into Executive Session at 9:04 p.m.

Moved by Board Member Schmidt, seconded by Board Member Brost to come out of Executive Session.  No action was taken.


YEAS: Adams, Brost, Schmidt, Schuler.  NAYS:   None.  ABSENT:  None.  ABSTAIN:  Hopkins.

The Board exited Executive Session at 9:18 p.m.

Moved by Board Member Adams, seconded by Board Member Brost to adjourn.  


YEAS: Hopkins, Adams, Brost, Schuler.  NAYS:   Schmidt.  ABSENT:  None.
The Village Board of Trustees then adjourned the meeting at 9:22 p.m.

/s/ Janine K Schmidt



/s/ Tony Schuler



Janine K Schmidt




John (Tony) A Schuler

Village Clerk/Treasurer



Chairman, Board of Trustees

